A JAPAN EXPERIENCE DESIGNED EXCLUSIVELY FOR A
MANUFACTURING SECTOR BUSINESS INCENTIVE TOUR
WITH FAMILIES
SUMMER 2015

DAY 1
June 3 (Wed)
18:30

~20:30

TOKYO
Arrive Narita International Airport - CX 500 You’ll be met at the airport by
your own driver who will take you to your hotel in downtown Tokyo. On the way,
you’ll glimpse a few sights of Tokyo, including the SkyTree, Tokyo Disneyland, and
Tokyo Tower.
At the hotel, your trip coordinator will meet you to help get you checked in and
take you on a walking tour of the vibrant, local area and maybe even Ginza if
you’re up to it. We’ll have a light dinner to get you acquainted with Japanese
cuisine and you’ll receive your dossier of information and documents to get you
set for your fantastic journey through Japan.

Mitsui Garden Hotel Shiodome Italia-Gai

DAY 2
TOKYO – Ueno, Asakusa and Disneyland
8:30

Breakfast in Hotel

9:30

Your local Tokyo guide, Izumi, will meet you in your hotel lobby. We’ll start today
at the Tokyo National Museum in Ueno to take in some impressive works of art.

~12:00

We’ll pass through Asakusa, Tokyo’s old town and visit Sensoji, Tokyo’s oldest
temple.

~15:00

After a special lunch we’ll whisk off to spend the late afternoon and night at
Tokyo Disneyland, where you can also enjoy an independent dinner. Tokyo
Disneyland is world famous for family fun, it is especially interesting at night with
its distinctive shows and fireworks.

~21:45

Tokyo Disneyland closes and you return to your hotel via train to Shimbashi
Station. [Park Closes at 22:00]

Mitsui Garden Hotel Shiodome Italia-Gai

DAY 3
TOKYO, KYOTO
~7:30
8:15

Breakfast in Hotel
Check out and meet your tour coordinator in the hotel lobby. He will escort you to Shinagawa station so you
can travel in style, taking the Bullet Train (known in Japan as the Shinkansen) from Tokyo to Kyoto.

9:27*

SHINKANSEN NOZOMI 217 from Shinagawa Station to Kyoto Station, Arrival Track 13

11:38

Your local Kyoto guide will meet you at the station gate, drop off your bags at your hotel and then map out
your afternoon touring activities with you over a local lunch. From there you’ll tour some of the cultural
gems and UNESCO World Heritage sites of Kyoto, including a visit to Kinkakuji Temple (Golden Pavilion),
which was originally built as a retirement villa for the Shogun, and the Kiyomizudera area. He will guide you
through part of Kyoto’s Gion district where you’ll learn about the geisha’s world – past, present and future and
then leave you at your hotel to freshen up.

~18:45

Your local coordinator will meet you in your hotel lobby to take you to experience a sumptuous Kaiseki, meal,
for which Kyoto is world-renowned.

Kyoto Royal Hotel &
Spa

DAY 4
KYOTO, OSAKA
~7:30
8:30

Breakfast in Hotel
In the morning, your local guide will meet you in your hotel lobby. You can check out and
store your luggage and then set your day together with your guide, but plan on a visit to the
impressive Kyoto National Museum followed by a quick local lunch before getting your
luggage and making the short journey to the vibrant city of Osaka.

~15:00

Your guide will take you to your hotel and then onto Osaka’s world famous aquarium, one
of the largest in the world. He’ll leave you there to enjoy the attractions along with clear
information and directions for getting to the Bay Cruise and back to your hotel.

~19:00

Then you’ll walk nearby to take one of the most exciting trips you can take in Osaka - the
Bay Cruise Osaka Santa Maria, a replica of the sailing ship in which Columbus discovered
America (although the replica is twice the size of the original!).

~21:00

Enjoy an independent dinner near your hotel

RIHGA Royal Hotel Osaka

DAY 5
June 7 (Sun)
~7:30

OSAKA, Castle,Tennoji Park, Universal Studios Japan
Breakfast in hotel

8:30

Today your local Osaka guide will meet you in your hotel lobby. Once that’s done, you’re
off explore Osaka, including its famous Osaka Castle and Tennoji park.

~11:45

You’ll fortify yourselves lunching on one of Japan’s unique and almost unbelievable dishes
– its Wagyu beef.

~13:45

Then you’ll be ready to be amused at Universal Studios Japan, home of the only full Harry
Potter experience in Asia, and where you can also enjoy an independent dinner.

21:00

Universal Studios Japan Park Closes and you can enjoy some independent time or head
straight back to your hotel in preparation for a very early start the next day.

RIHGA Royal Hotel Osaka

DAY 6
YOKOHAMA,TOKYO
6:00

Your local coordinator will meet you in your hotel lobby to transit to Shin-Osaka station to catch the Shinkansen.

6:33

SHINKANSEN NOZOMI from Shin-Osaka to Shin-Yokohama and Oppama Exiting the Shinkansen, at ShinYokahama station and your car expert interpreter will meet you there and guide you to the Nissan Car Factory

9:30

Tour in Oppama.

~11:45

After the tour, time permitting we may stop for lunch in Yokohama and then make our way to Tokyo to where we’ll
see Shibuya,Tokyo’s main center for youth fashion and home to the famous 5 way “scramble crossing”. From there
we’ll explore Harajuku, and the famous Takeshita dori. Whether you are a goth, punk or anything in between, there
is a shop in Harajuku for you. Nearby is the Meiji Shrine, a wonderful respite from the city hustle and bustle. You
can also stroll Omotesando-dori, a broad tree lined avenue surrounded by a maze of wonderful small alleyways and
smart stores and cafes. It is also a great place to do some shopping before your departure the following day.

18:00

We’ll then make our way to Tokyo Bay for a fantastic dinner cruise on the Tokyo Bay viewing the gorgeous sites of
the Rainbow Bridge, the elegantly illuminated Tokyo Tower, and the Sumidagawa(river) the life blood of old Edo.

Mitsui Garden Hotel
Shiodome Italia-Gai

DAY 7
TOKYO
7:15
10:50

You’ll check out of the hotel and be transported to the
airport for your flight home.
Depart Narita International Airport

ABOUT YOUR GUIDE TEAM
Overall Trip Coordinator: Gary
•

Gary – has been hosting friends, family and
clients to Japan for over 15 years now and
started Artisan Pacific Travel together with
his California business partner to show
people a side of Japan that many of the large
group tour operators miss.

•

Gary is your first point of contact for
anything and everything on the trip.

Local Kyoto and Osaka Guide :
•

… was born and raised in Kyoto and then spent
over 10 years in the USA. After coming back to
Japan he’s found his passion as a government
certified tour guide, discussing and showing
foreign visitors Japanese history, art, literature,
Haiku, business, economy, anime, martial art,
Ninja, and bird watching. He specializes in
covering Kyoto, Nara, Osaka and Iga, a Ninja
hometown.

Kyoto and Osaka Coordinator:

Local Osaka Guide:
•

…is an Osaka native and a government
certified tour guide who loves to eat
and show off Japan’s cuisine to foreign
visitors. With over 140 tours to her
credit in the last three years, we’re
thrilled she will be able to show you a
bit of her hometown.

Car Expert and Interpreter:

Local Tokyo Guide :
•
•

… is a government certified tour guide who
specializes in showing foreign visitors around
Tokyo and its outlying areas. She’s conducted
over 250 tours to visitors from over 25
different countries. She strives to give as
much knowledge, hospitality, and humor as
she can during her guides.

…is a recent addition after having spent time in
California at University and now that she has
returned to her beloved Kansai (Osaka/Kyoto
area) is eager to show people what her
hometown area has to offer.

•

… is a longtime automobile enthusiast,
as well as a lover of arts. In fact he
used to help translate and curate
exhibit information for English
speakers at the Tokyo National
Museum. He’s keen to discover and
explain the Nissan Car Factory tour
with you.

